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BERSEFIREAESkylawnERZE T, Zongxuan Jiang, professor and doctoral supervisor
at the Dalian Institute of Chemical Physics (DICP), Chinese Academy of Sciences,
died of cancer at the age of 55 in the San Francisco Bay Area, California, on
December 4, 2017 at 18:54 PST.Prof. Zongxuan Jiang was born on September 22, 1962
in Guang’an, Sichuan Province, China. He graduated from West China Normal
University in 1984. He worked in the Teaching and Research Office of Guang’an
Cultural and Educational Bureau of Sichuan Province from 1984 to 1988. Then he
obtained a master’s degree from DICP, in 1991, and worked in Fushun Research
Institute of Petrochemical Industry, Sinopec from 1991 to 2004. He received his
Ph.D. degree from the DICP in 2003 and postdoctoral fellow from Institute of
Researches on Catalysis and Environment in Lyon (IRCELYON), France from 2003
to 2004. He joined the State Key Laboratory of Catalysis, DICP, in December 2004 to
engage in environmental and green catalysis research. In 1987, He was married to Ms.
Anlian Wang, and they have a son.Prof. Zongxuan Jiang focused on the research of
ultra-deep desulfurization of fuel oil (gasoline and diesel), and successfully applied
scientific research achievements in industry so that China has owned a number of
clean fuel oil production technologies with independent intellectual property rights.
He has successfully presided over the completion of Sinopec Industrial Experimental
Project, and more than 10 provincial and ministerial level research projects of
PetroChina and Sinopec. He was the backbone of two “973 projects” and presided
over three National Natural Science Fund Projects. He has published more than 40
articles in major domestic and foreign journals, applied for more than 60 Chinese
patents (38 granted) and applied for 6 invention patents in the United States (4
granted).Especially in the aspect of industrialization, based on his 30 years of study
and work, he successfully delivered the 10,000-ton pilot trial of fixed-bed ultra-deep
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catalytic adsorption desulfurization of FCC gasoline with Yanchang Petroleum
Group and achieved ultra-deep desulfurization of 400,000 tons gasoline per year.
According to the appraisal of the results by China Petroleum & Chemical Industry
Federation (CPCIF), the technology “owns independent intellectual property rights
and is a creation in the world. Overall it has reached international advanced
standards among similar technologies.” In addition, the industrialization of ultra-
deep desulfurization of 200,000 tons diesel oil per year has also been realized.
According to the appraisal of the results by CPCIF, the technology has “reached
international advanced standards”. The success of ultra-deep desulfurization
technology in both gasoline and diesel, and their application in industry have
important practical significance for the upgrading of China’s clean oil production
technology, especially for alleviating atmospheric pollution and preventing haze. In
order to achieve this goal, he has long been overworked no matter day or night and
rushing to laboratories, factories and technology promotion venues incessantly.
Eventually he has yield his young life to it While devoted to scientific research, Prof.
Zongxuan Jiang also pays very close attention to the training of young talents. He has
successively cultivated more than 10 graduate students. He is an excellent mentor
loved by students. His rigorous scholarship, tirelessness, courageous and innovative
spirit, deeply infected and affected every scientific and technological workers.Prof.
Zongxuan Jiang is peaceful, low-keyed and polite. He lives a simple life. He is
obedient to the leadership and wholeheartedly fulfills the task entrusted by the
leadership. He is filial to parents, caring for brothers and sisters, considerate for his
family, sincere and responsive to friends. His death is not only the loss of the
country, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, and DICP, but also a great loss to his
family. After the diagnosis of pancreatic cancer in April 2016, he has been treated in
Beijing Cancer Hospital. After multiple courses of chemotherapy and radiotherapy,
his health condition was once stable. It got worse after August 2017 and he came to
the United States for treatment. During his long illness, he insisted on accepting
treatment, exercising and increasing diet; at the same time, he was still actively
involved in and dealing with work-related issues. He has always wanted to overcome
the disease so he can return to work as soon as possible. His spirit of adamant and
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never giving up is admirable Just as written by Mr. Lu Xun in his essay “Have Chinese
Lost Their Self-Confidence?” — “Since ancient times, we have people among us who
have toiled hard at work; some have ram through obstacles to get things done; some
others have pleaded to authority on the needs of ordinary people; many others have
pursued truths at all costs. Even the official historical chronicles tracing the
achievements of emperors, generals and ministers cannot obscure glitter of these
peoples’ contributions. Such people constitute the backbone of China.” Prof.
Zongxuan Jiang is “the backbone of China” as such.He is survived by his wife, son,
daughter-in-law and grandson. His funeral will be held at Skylawn Cemetery.
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